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Kachin / English Word Study 

 This Kachin / English Word Study booklet has been put 
together to help the Kachin disciple in Christ, to better understand 
the basic fundamental words of their faith. Words are the conduits 
that we use to proclaim truth to others. They are also the vessel that 
God anoints to touch people deeply in their hearts. With this in 
mind it is very important that we as learners and leaders make sure 
we understand the key words of our faith. Without having a clear 
understanding of these words we may find ourselves wandering in 
darkness and teaching things to others that are not Biblically 
founded on the Word of God. 
 Paul tells Timothy to, “Study to show himself approved by 
God”. It does not say approved of man but of God. The Bible will 
not always make people happy but the Word of God is there to 
bring discipline, growth and maturity so that people will bear fruit 
that will last for God’s glory.  Words then are the Key foundation 
stones that all ministries are to be established upon, so it is very 
important and urgent that we as Kachin understand these words so 
that we can give this wonderful truth to the world. It’s the words 
that are anointed by the Holy Spirit and when clearly taught will 
set the captive free. 
 This work is just a beginning to a long process of research 
but it is my hope that it will cause others to start to dig for the 
pearls and gold that lies within the Kachin language Bible. 
 My prayer is that God will deeply speak into your heart 
with these “word studies” and that they become seeds for many a 
teaching to other believers. May God guide you and direct you as 
you seek His face and that from that relationship will come fruit 
that will last forever. 

With love, 

Rev. Dr. Lahtaw Zau Sam 
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1. Karai Kasang = God  Heb #430  Elohiym  Gr # 2316 Theos   
 
Karai:     (p. 266) 

- The Supreme Being, the Creator 
- from “rai” – to create 

rai:     (p. 575) 
- to be, to exist 
- literal meaning “it is”  
- to be true,  to be a fact  

Kasang:    (p. 266) 
- to be disengaged (detached, disconnected) 
- free from impediment (hindrances, obstruction, barriers, 

obstacles) 
Karai Kasang: (together)  (p. 266) 

- the self-existing, first cause 
- the Spirit above all 
 

Bigger Meaning: 
 One who is and always will be, the Creator, Supreme 
Being, one who is self existing, spiritual above all and is 
disengaged, free from all impediment, He is all in all in all things 
of this universe, all knowing, all powerful and everywhere present. 
Scripture Reference: 
 Gen 1:1  Mark 1:1 
 Josh 1:9  John 1:1 
 Ezra 1:3  Acts 2:11 
 Is 1:10   Col 1:1 
 Nah 1:2  Rev 1:1 
 
Other Insights and related words: 
 
 Karai Kasang is sometime linked together with other 
words.  
Karai Kasang  Yehowa: God LORD Josh 23:12 
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Karai Kasang  a Wenyi: God’s Spirit Rom 8:14 
Karai Kasang  Yesu:  God Jesus Acts 13:33 
Madu Karai Kasang:  Lord God Luke 1:16; Rev 16:7 
Wa  Karai Kasang:  Father God Eph 1:2 
 
 
2. Myit Malai = Repent / repentance 
 
myit:    (p. 455) 

- the mind (brain, intelligence, mentality), thoughts, 
decision making 

malai:    (p. 424) 
- to change, repent, change the mind, go in a new direction 

lai:    (p. 352) 
- to be changed 

myit lai:   (p. 454) 
- to be converted (change, exchange, switch) 
- to change the mind 

myit malai:   (p. 455) 
- to repent (regret, be sorry, ask forgiveness, be penitent, 

atone) 
- contrition (repentance, penitence, remorse, regret, sorrow) 
- repentance 
- conversion (to change from one form to another – galai 

mat) 
 
Bigger Meaning: 
 The mind has been created with a free will or free choice; it 
has the process of thought and the ability to change. God 
challenges the mind through and by His Word, speaking into our 
heart so that we might change and repent and convert to a new and 
living way. We are making a 180 degree turn from the things of 
this world to being a follower of God. Repentance is to confess 
one’s sin. 
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Scripture References: 
 
 Num 23:19   Luke 15:7 
 Ezek 24:14  Acts 26:20 
 Hos 13:14   2 Cor 7:10 
 Joel 2:14   Heb 6:1 
 Jon 3:9-10 
 
Other Insights and related words: 
 
myit Kayin: (Ps 110:4)  (p. 454) 

- to change the mind 
- to be converted 

kayin:  (1 Pet 3:9)  (p. 277) 
- to turn around 
- to rotate 

myit nem:  (Job 42:6)  (p. 455) 
- to be humble 
- to show repentance 

myit galai: (1 Sam 15:29)  (p. 182) 
- conversion  
- to change from one form to another 

 
 
3. Yesu Hkristu = Jesus Christ 
 
Yesu: 

- Hebrew translated as the name Joshua, meaning, Savior or 
Jehovah salvation 

- Greek translated as the name Jesus 
- Jehovah saves 
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Hkye hkrang:  Savior Isa 43:11  
 
Hkye: 

- to rescue 
- to save 
- to deliver 

Hkrang: 
- to release 
- to liberate, as a prisoner 

 
Hkristu:   (Acts 2:31) 

- Hebrew translated as the name for Messiah, meaning, 
anointed one 

- Greek translated as the name for Christ 
   
Meshia:   John 1:41 

- Yuda ni a hkye hkrang la ai madu, Madu Yesu 
 
Savior Lord   Jesus  
hkri:   (p. 322) 

- a tern for relationship, blood relative 
   
tu:   (p. 662) 

- to be shining, to emit light 
- to sprout and grow as a plant 
 

Yesu Hkristu: 
- Savior / Messiah 

 
Bigger meaning: 
 Jesus is the God/Savior of the world who has come to earth 
as the anointed one, proclaiming the Good News about the 
Kingdom of heaven, to liberate and to set the captive free from the 
death hold of their sin nature. He is the only way, truth and life for 
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a lost and corrupt world, bringing hope to the hopeless. Jesus 
means “to save” or “God of Salvation” and Christ means 
“Messiah, God’s anointed one”. 
 
Scripture Reference: 
 Matt 1:1   John 1:4 
 John 4:25   Rom 1:1 
 Gal 1:3    Eph 1:6 
 Col 1:4    Jude 1:4 
 
Other Insights: 
 
Yesus Hkristu can be linked with other words separately or 
together. 
Madu Yesu Hkristu: Lord Jesus Christ Acts 15:25 
Hkristu Yesu:  Christ Jesus  Eph 1:1; Phil 4:7 
Madu Yesu:  Lord Jesus  1 Thess 2:15 
Madu Hkristu:  Lord Christ  Col 3:24 
 
 
4. Ding hpring = righteousness 
 
ding:     (p. 114) 

- to be straight 
- straight and honest 
- upright 
- true, faultless 

hpring:    (p. 552) 
- to fill it 
- to be full, as of goodness 

ding hpring:    (p. 119) 
- to be righteous 
- upright 
- true 
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ding man:      (p. 119) 
- to be true, honest, upright 

 
man:     (p.391) 

- to be visible, plain to view, honest, true, righteous 
 

 Bigger meaning: 
 Jesus grace / righteousness is what make it possible for us 
to enter into the holy presence of God through a personal 
relationship with Christ, by putting on Christ we begin to live a 
new life that is to be true, upright and honest, visible to others, a 
righteousness that is straight in its purpose and goals but we are not 
only to put it on but we are to be filling up our hearts with Christ’s 
righteousness. Righteousness is also part of the full armor of God, 
the breast plate of righteousness cover our heart and when the 
enemy looks at us he see us covered in Christ rightousness. (Eph 
6:14)   
 
Scripture Reference: 
 
Gen 15:6  Matt 5:6  James 1:20 
Neh 9:8  John 17:25  1 John 1:9 
Ps 22:31  Rom 3:21-22  Rev 22:11 
Is 64:6   2 Cor 5:21  Eph 6:14 
Dan 9:18  Gal 2:16   
Mic 7:9  Phil 2:16    
 
* Eph 6:14 putting on the breast plate of righteousness 
 
Other Insights and related words: 
 
 ding man:    John 7:24; Rom 2:5   
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